
Customary	Land	Registration 

Purpose: 
 
The	empowerment	of	customary	land	own-
ers	 and	 the	 effective	 and	 efϐicient	 admin-
istration	of	state	acquisition	and	customary	
land	leases	in	facilitating	of	national	impact	
projects. 

OUR	CONTACTS 
 
Director   3013258 
Manager,	Highlands/Momase 3013257 
Manageress,	Southern/Islands	3013262 
Senior	Leases	ofϐicer	(S) 3013262 
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Senior	leases	Ofϐicer(NGI) 9828626 
Leases	ofϐicer(ngi)  9828626 
Senior	Leases	ofϐicer(h)	  
Highlands	region,	Goroka 5321182 
Leases	ofϐicer	(h)   
Highlands	region,	Goroka 5321182 
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Lease	 Lease	 Back/Special	 Agriculture	
and	Business	Lease. 
This	 is	 another	 mode	 of	 accessing	 tradi-
tional	 land,	 whereby,	 land	 owners	 lease	
their	 traditional	 land	 to	 the	 state	
(Department	 of	 Lands	 &	 Physical	 Plan-
ning)	and	the	state	leases	it	back	to	com-
pany,	 individual	 etc	 for	 a	 period	 ranging	
from	20years	to	99years.	However,	due	to	
the	 commission	 of	 Inquiry	 into	 special	
Agriculture	 and	 Business	 Lease	 (SABL)	
and	the	National	Executive	Council’s	deci-
sion,	 application	 in	 relation	 to	 this	mode	
of	application	was	suspended. 
 
More	 information	 can	 be	 obtained	 from	
the	 Customary	 Land	Registration	 division,	
Department	of	Lands	&	Physical	Planning,	
ground	Floor,	Eda	Tano	Haus. 

Core	functions: 
 Customary	land	leases 
 Lease	 lease	 back/Special	 Agricul-

ture	and	Business	lease 
 Voluntary	 Customary	 land	 regis-

tration 
 
Customary	Land	Leases: 
This	mode	 is	where	 state	 leases	 cus-
tomary	 land	for	a	period	of	 time	and	
State	 Owned	 Enterprises	 (SOE’s)	 es-
tablishes	 infrastructure	 that	 provide	
services	to	the	general	population. 
Through	this	process	the	State	owned	
enterprise	 will	 pay	 annual	 rental	 to	
the	 land	 owners	 through	 the	 depart-
ment	 of	 lands	 and	 physical	 planning	
based	 on	 an	 valuation	 assessment	
certiϐied	 by	 the	 Valuer	 Generals	 of-
ϐice. 
 
More	 information	 can	 be	 obtained	
from	the	Customary	Land	Registration	
division,	Department	of	Lands	&	Physi-
cal	 Planning,	 Ground	 Floor,	 Eda	Tano	
Haus.	 

Voluntary	 Customary	 Land	 Regis-
tration. 
This	 is	 another	 mode	 of	 accessing	
customary	 land	and	 the	prerequisite	
to	this	process	is	the	incorporation	of	
Land	 groups	 with	 the	 Registrar	 of	
Incorporated	Land	groups.	This	legal	
frame	work	was	designed	to	mobilize	
Land	 owners	 to	 properly	 register	
their	membership	into	their	Clan	and	
proceed	 to	 register	 their	 land	 and	
hold	 title	 to	 their	 land	 under	 their	
Incorporated	 Land	 Group	 (ILG)	 in	
perpetuity.	 Leases	 (Titles)	 created	
from	 the	 certiϐicate	 of	 title	 will	 be	
leased	 to	 individuals,	business	hous-
es,	 etc	 and	 the	 lessee	 will	 have	 the	
equal	right	 to	the	 lease	and	 is	 trada-
ble	just	like	the	lessee	to	a	state	lease. 
 
Process	to	this	mode	of	accessing	cus-
tomary	 land	 is	 available	 at	 the	 Cus-
tomary	 Land	 Registration	 Division,	
Department	of	Lands	&	Physical	Plan-
ning,	Ground	Floor,	Eda	Tano	Haus. 


